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Be cool when you return to school with this new range 
of stationery from Helix. The GET A LIFE! stationery 
range features a cool new surfing character and includes 
Pens, pencils, compass, jumbo eraser, pencil tin and 
case. Priced from 49p, it’s available from all leading 
Stationers and major supermarkets. Selected items carry 
an instant win scratchcard with a chance to win some 
fantastic RIP CURL Aussie surf wear gear — cool! 


i We have eight complete sets of GET A LIFE! 
stationery to give away to readers. One 
lucky reader will also win an exclusive RIP CURL wallet. 
Just answer this question: Which crustacean walks 
sideways and represents a sign of the zodiac? Answers 
to: HELIX/Animal Action. Closing date: 23 October 1996. 











Step back to school in style 
with these animal rucksacks 
from Ruckies. There are 
loads of colourful creatures 
to choose from including 
crocodiles, ladybirds, 
turtles and lots more. 
They cost £9.99 each 
and are available from 
department stores and 
independent toy and gift 
shops. Once you've got a 
rucksack why not have a 
bumbag to match. These 
are just £4.99 and come in 
an assortment of designs. 
Wi We have ten 
in rucksacks up 
for grabs to the lucky 
readers who can answer 
this question: A 
ladybird is an insect — 
true or false? | 
Answers to: 
RUCKSACK/Animal  { 
Action. Closing date: : 
23 October 1996. 
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RSPCA’s South Godstone PETS PIX 

Animal Centre in Surrey. Has your pet been caught 
ACTION FOR on camera? 
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Sales, swimming and 
skating — find out a 
Design a fab 





how your 

Animal anti- fox- 
Action Club hunting poster. 
pals raise FAME AT 
money for the LAST 

RSPCA. 4 a «4 = Is your picture 
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or poem on our 
pages? 


Grab some of the latest 
great gear for free. 






CREATURE O 
FEATURE 3 
Animal Action goes batty! &, 


° 





Get the low-down on Blue 
Peter’s newest canine recruit. 


Complete this form and hand it to your local 
newsagent. 

Please reserve/deliver* Animal Action on a regular 
basis, starting with the next issue - November/December 
— available on 23 October 1996. 











*Delete as appropriate 

Distributed to the news trade by COMAG Magazine Marketing, 
Tavistock Road, West Drayton, Middlesex UP7 7QE 

Tel: (01895) 444055. 











Fuming about 
fox-hunting 
v Je are disturbed to 
find that so many 
people enjoy fox-hunting 
and get a buzz from it. 
We don’t think that 
chasing after foxes and 
wearing them out so that 
the huntspeople kill them 
is fun. We wouldn't like it 
if we were chased after 
and then savaged and 
killed would we? 

The Wild Mammals 
Protection Act which has 
recently been passed 
should be applied to 
fox-hunting and other 
blood sports. 

Rebecca Franks (13) 
and Victoria 
Coverley (13) 
Harpenden, Herts 
Thanks for your comments 
- you raised some excellent 
points! Please rest assured 
the RSPCA is continuing its 
campaign to ban fox- 
hunting and other blood 
sports. See our feature on 
page 10. 


it’s not fair 

: fe had a fair in our 

town and my 

friend won a goldfish. She 
had to buy a tank, food 
and a companion for it. 
My friends have also won 
goldfish but they have all 
died. Never go ona stall 


where you can win a 
goldfish. These prizes 
should be banned as it is 
cruel to the goldfish. 
Sally Bricknall (12) 
Wern, Shropshire 


Thanks for your letter. 
Unfortunately winning 
goldfish at fairs is not illegal. 
You can help by telling your 
friends and family not to 
accept them. This only 
encourages the trade. You 


could also ask your local 
authority to adopt a policy 
of not allowing goldfish to 
be given as prizes at fairs 
held on council-owned land. 


Spider shock 

hen | read about 

the story 
‘Tarantula Tragedy’ in the 
May/June 1996 issue of 
Animal Action, | was 
shocked that only five 
spiders survived out of 


275. Why should people 
send spiders in the post? 
It is so mean. What 
makes the people who 
sent them think they 
would still be alive after 
a journey from Peru to 
England? Even though 
spiders are not my 
favourite animal, | still 
care about every single 
animal that gets hurt. 
Theresa Head (13) 


New Malden, Surrey 


Unusual visitors 
n my village there is a 
family of red squirrels. Very 
often they come to our 
house to collect nuts and 
fruit. We put out food like 
monkey nuts, apples, 
hazelnuts, sunflower seeds 
\ and pine nuts for them — 
especially in the spring 
when the young are starting 
to come out of their drey 
wanting extra food. We are 
very proud to have these 
animals in our village and 
hope they stay. 
Jessica Bewick (12) 
Cockermouth, 
Cumbria 
Thanks for sharing this 
with us Jessica. Red 
squirrels are so rare in 
England that not many 
people can say they've 
seen one in the wild. 
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Angler tanglier 


Careless anglers are being urged to clean up their act 
following the death and injury of hundreds of wild 
animals. A 1995 RSPCA study of inland and coastal 
waters revealed that Society inspectors dealt with 
1,141 litter casualties in six months — 118 of which 
Wile Mia (ore Rol ameh ZR) -a 

loko Tuxedo) (Lm lm aU Teo) aU ML 
El rtaCed Tt aa aT aeLod eee Cor: SR (10 ole 
beer-can rings, discarded oil and rubber bands also 
Cot -TeM Ay (UT m Var Ulmer) A CSA 1k Lm ole 
affected with 658 falling foul of fishing litter. But even 
bats, seals, a terrapin and a peacock had to be 
rescued by the RSPCA. 


Fighting back: Kelvin 

PUTEL SEC t ome ae L a c-CoL aiee 
he has now recovered 
bit mea Ce 


ANIMAL ACTION September/October 1996 


5 






RSPCA/Colin Seddon 


z 
5 
2 
S 
g 
g 
= 
a 
= 
_ 





A stag stuck in a tree has a pair of 
RSPCA inspector’s trousers to thank 
for its safe release. Inspector John 
Harrod was called to a wood in 
Gwent, Wales after a man walking 
f ‘ a “FN 4 ' XX >. a his dog found the stag - with its 
ven ’ Oy ' antlers tangled up in a rope - 


Sear an p5 : aye an re Br. i eae ; ‘oY dangling one metre in the air from a 
ts ' a a ie mm. ~ Veg tn ; tree. 






, : - ( : " The two men grabbed the rope to 
‘ . Z " Sh, ny r OM a hs stop the stag swinging and Inspector 
Pet eare ‘ ry. - i 4 a Baral! NR Maid (Bt a Harrod blindfolded it with a pair of 
SPCA leaflet — A pet of a i ‘ F ae ‘ad in si old ski trousers from his van to calm 
ee - -i ust for anyone : rac) Sy " iy eon ‘Tey A it down. Wearing a hard hat to 
a ee et ' we protect himself from flying hooves, 
oe BF A niorneton J , aay 7a. > { Inspector Harrod cut the rope. The 
Fact Pies F , 5 ‘ \ } uninjured stag bolted into the forest 
fete ; aoe Y wdM Y ) : - dropping the trousers as it went! 
help you work : go Street wise: The RSPCA ~ 
out whether you NS _ courses will help animals. ~ 
really want a pet like these stray puppies; : 
and, if so, which 
one would suit 
you best. If you 
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of A pet of : 4 ba at 
yur om? “ ) Sei tne 
t © stag. S A bitt 
(code dr RSPCA training programmes in India and eastern Europe are making a big col Greet Ce eae i 
send an impact on international animal welfare. In just four years, the Society has Starving in a ditch in Lancashire iene 


RSPCA/Colin Carver 













SAE to the - ) trained 77 ‘ : f ass which 
: ; people to run their own animal welfare courses throughout : ; SS x , MCSE a ae Tan 
supplies | India. This means that 10,000 people — not to mention thousands of a Flying visit wie eth cared for by staff at th iN Ne aed 
department at i ; j ad h is al RSPCA Chief . ‘ NE eeeanaann je RSPCA's Netra 
animals — have already benefited. A similar scheme is also extremely S| Inspector Brian [ 8 ' iy ge Wildlife Hospital in eltcoias 


the RSPCA's popular in eastern Europe. Animal welfare training courses have already Mii Jeffries releases SS EMU Ue ans 


usual address. taken place in Romania and the Ukraine, with more planned for Russia N " See mus eh Tolga icine * 
and the Baltics in 1996. Wide ether oa eee a 
released by RSPC efile ey 
| Jeffries ae al ad Inspector Brian 









- Ly : : % > : ‘ hi Wa \’ Ocal reserve — 
rreceannar ite! R ww. ’ ANN hy ecm ciate ais Z 
Hope for hens Free-range 1 ye SaaS IT ear to have 
chickens enjoy _ h\ ANE AAT \ ict aa mea Wi fi Car 
Ltt eee Cm UTES e Tu rth the great SARA NYA VN RID ats rela aes een! 
battery hen units — which housed up to outdcors: } LOY ; Xi NN ul Serge ree re S hc 
132,000 egg-laying hens — have changed to a Progress. 
more welfare-friendly system thanks to the 
RSPCA’s Freedom Food farm animal welfare 
eC ae Tee Mm ee ll d 
the scheme have already replaced their 
battery units for systems which meet 
Freedom Food’s high welfare standards. 
Many more farms are due to change and 
most new laying hen units in the UK are 
now being built to meet these standards. 
Battery hens live in a space no bigger than 
this page. They are unable to spread their 
LU eee dM CUR me Cet ary 
properly. Under the Freedom Food scheme, 
hens have space to move around, stretch 
and flap their wings, perches to rest on and 
Ud aT) Coe 






The Guardian/Don McPhee 
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RSPCA/Colin Seddon 








Cat-lover Kerrie Taylor — Kurt's 
sister Lucy in Hollyoaks — can think of J 
nothing nicer than being a hedgehog. 

“1 could hibernate all through the 

NA ALLe Lan wal Ce AINA KeXU) Lo AU Len Mofo Tne Mma y= 

ground!” she laughs. Kerrie is one ‘green’ girl at home. 
She tries not to be wasteful and always gets the most 
she can out of any products she buys. “| think our 
biggest problem is that we are a ‘throw-away’ generation 
which is running down the world’s resources.” She also 
worries that oil pollution is “ruining so much life in our 
BSECIE Ue NAT Rera Inman om cerele Kel ne Una 


Cool for cats 


Clear a space at the fireside because Lisa Williamson who plays Dawn Cunningham 
and Yasmin Bannerman who plays Maddie would give anything to be cats! 


ee 
oe 


by 


f. 








Lisa loves their independence, feline 
grace andi furry bodies (?!) and| has 
two of her own which are spoiled 
(royal MeL) 
thing Lisa hates it’s 


Yasmin says “| love the way they 
look, their elegance, agility, poise, 
playfulness and independence.” 
Although Yasmin loves kittens, she 
adores old cats that curl up beside 





polsto Nite} EATS a Mo SelM LON NURI AEC 
have pets and “greenish but getting greener. | do 
don't look make an effort to recycle bottles, 
after them magazines, cards, re-use plastic bags 
properly. She and use’ environment-friendly 
says she products”. Yasmin’s top 
tries to animal-welfare worries 
, ae be green are intensive farming, 
at home and live transport and 


is also very concerned about blood sports. 


live animal transport. 
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ES ULL] 
Hollyoaks are used to 
OCCT 
CAD TT Tc 
animal - what would they 
SE 
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Pe EU RUC eT 
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much more! 































are played by 
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and Jeremy say that in real 
life dolphins are their 


B : " 
sail 
Hollyoaks couple Ruth el 
Osborn and Kurt Benson ; “A 
Terri Dwyer 
and Jeremy Edwards. Terri 
o 


number ones. 


Super-cool Jeremy would like to be 
a dolphin because “they are the most 
gorgeous animals in the world”. He 
hates the thought of dolphins dying in 
aT nM =o Leto Marta 
he can’t commit himself to owning a 
pet, so he spoils his mum’s dog — a 
flat-coat retriever called Digger. He 
admits he isn’t as green at home as 
he could be. “I save bottles and cans 
for recycling but that’s about it,” he 
says, although he is very concerned 
about wildlife — especially animals 
affected by oil slicks. 


Will Mellor who 
plays Jambo would 
like to be a sleek 
black panther. He 
thinks they are 
the coolest 
animals around 
and even has a 
tattoo of one on 
his back! He owns 
a German shepherd 
dog and is very green 
at home = he makes sure 
La col@ an) aya AMUSO 
ezone-friendly. His number one pet 
hate is using animals to test 
cosmetics. 





Terri says she 

would love to be a dolphin. “Not 
only are they intelligent, but | like the 
idea of sailing through the ocean — 
the tranquillity of it appeals to me!” 
she says. As Terri has a super-busy 
schedule and moves around a lot she 
hasn’t got the time to devote to a 
pet. But wherever she’s living she 
always tries to be as green as 
possible. She is concerned about all 
kinds of animal welfare issues. “After 
all, they can’t really object 
PTS ITD 
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* Animal Action, —_ 
eed goes foxchunting 
with her dad and | don t 
know what to do. | hate - 

cruelty to animals and 
her to stop. But every tir 
\ talk to her about It she 
comes up with a good 
excuse and | don’t 
what to say. How can 
her stop! 


T 


fice 


eee Umer aene 
es 
hunted fox can 


run but\g can't 
rt Coe 











hunts people could go on a drag 





La) UT ee Ue 
| foxes are pests that need 
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If this doesn’t convert a 

pro-hunter - nothing will} 
Just remember to keep 
your cool ~ after all, most 
People in this country are 
On your side! You can hel 
the RSPCA ban fox-hunting 
by Writing to your Mp, 
You'll find the name and 


address in your local 
library, Letters really do 
make a difference, 





From reading the clues below can you work 
out which animals we’re talking about? (Just 
to make it easier, you’ll find that all the 
answers can be found in the Celebrity 
Animals puzzle on this page!) 

This insect-eating amphibian is sometimes mistaken 
for its warty friend, the toad! ..... wen 

2 An animal which comes from the same family as the 
ass, the donkey and the Zebra. ........esssssscseeesseeesees 

3 The largest mammal in the world is one of these. It q 
is blue and can weigh as much as 150 tonnes! 





4 There are many different types of this animal, for 
Spot the deg? example, brown, polar and spectacled. 

Can you find all of the breeds of dog Which are essences 

hiding in the grid below? Once you have crossed 5 This creature lives in the Antarctic, where it is 





them all off, read the remaining letters from better at swimming than at flying! .....ssssscscssssesseesessees 
left to right, line by line. These will spell out a 6 A rodent which feeds on nuts and berries and lives 
bonus question about some more celebrity in a home called a rey. ....csssesssssssseecsneee 


animals! 7 An animal which is related to the wolf and the 

















jackal. wee 
& A small burrowing animal found living in warrens all 
8 
oO 5) over the Countryside. .......ccssssescssseeseenee 
| R 9 A large cat with a stripy coat! .. 
TPE NDRIG 
Od “ 
LET JEWNEER I 
CEA uO E HEDIO Here is a list of characters from well-known books 
; and films. Can you remember which type of animal 
HHI! ; CHELPTNASD each one is supposed to be? When you have written 
1 SH BDOE Ii RA E HN ) all your answers in the grid, you will find that the 
HHT AOQOUHLE S D EWU)! Starred squares spell out the name of another famous 
: ae * 5 
USFBOPSLDILNTTOO animal. Who is it, and amar type of animal was he? 
ATTLENSSLUIAELH, ! Snoopy 
Paddington ‘i 
HLBPARERODLERFN)\ Shere Khan ‘ 
UG MOTNHEMORRHA Kermit 
ANR TIYAQOQOKNGIOH Mickey ¥ 
EEHEMENURGCNEUG ta | 
GDRDRG@RTEDUORN FEF Nutkin i | 
DLAGND®OENEP CDA 29Fipper : 
GO. L Do EON Re Bet ReT EL Vee RR, £0 Eeyore 
Black Beauty 
Afghan hound J Gachebund Pekingese Bambi 
Airedale terrier © German shepherd Pointer Willy i 
*Golden.retriever Resta. Simba 
Bloodhound Great Dane Pug Garfield Tai a6 Pe Fé 4 : : 
Border collie Greyhound Red setter = ry animal is _ — a vordsea ene Look out for 
aa ea olfhound ae Sone ila mal ice) dls Nol Rao NOS pect : r the new Animal 
i sn wi ernar fEUiLe easAleull esis oc ga Pate PITT 0) : r = Hospital series On Your 
Cocker spaniel — Lurcher weripper Fee ae le ee all F = Saaeielias : : : i television screens this 
: . CO ToY@ KOT MUN (<] [Ye WCE ATLAS *SULNLLURG SI P.lo, 1 : 
Corgi Old English sheepdog une Eee anes E Se Se Se sen A a autumn. 
FONE nN as era Ff] BUST Comoro] Ts —. " 
BTU STE T: lle} EL RSS] (el olp WIM o pI) Prin 
poo) cr TS ga “~— Bee 
POMOC 
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Have you ever wanted to ae a 
star in your very own film a | 
that’s exactly whata group of — 
Pee et MR Aut) = 
an RSPCA Animal Adventure... 


















































rea friends: You may not know anyone when you - ; g 
ee ee th nC Oatmeal Ola If you haven't been UWS HOU Neh CKD oe z 
the time you leave! why not?! You're missing out on loads of fun. A group of 3 
Urol ore hoLnn ev TEAL Ve E-NZIC Ma nA Mate anT=) ANE R= eats) £ 

— Society’s South Godstone Animal Centre in Surrey to 3 








write and star in their very own video. But first they got to 
meet all the animals in the centre to get some ideas for 
their stories. 


Pt 





















Kerry Leahy (12) and Rebecca Lunk (I 1) from Okehampton in Devon 
made £82.20 by organising a sponsored roller-blade. The girls skated five 
kilometres and donated the money to their local RSPCA animal centre. 





































A visit from school liaison officer Sally 
Chaplain prompted pupils at Jesmond Road 
School, Hartlepool, Cleveland to help the 
RSPCA. The caring children made and sold 
their own badges and collected £50.50 for 
CeaNedo eee Ue ya Yeu en aCe mae UNL 
the Society's Hartlepool & District Brancl 
Lure Meola nai Mnat Un) Teal exe nia MTT AN Z-lus 
to the school to collect the money and 
A] presented pupils and staff with a framed 
‘ photograph of RSPCA rescue dog Duke. 







7% Pd justice: There are always lots of dogs waiting 
CU eur At sete Uae 
there because their owners can’t cope - which is why 
ett to think carefully before taking on 
Mee) mM OIL ETT Ct) 
| its brother when it was only a few days old. 
bbe that be an idea for a film?! 














COUNTING THE CASH 


Esther Akehurst (12) from Matlock 
in Derbyshire boosted RSPCA 
funds by making and selling 
friendship bracelets at school. Her 
sister Heather (7) and friends 
Naomi James (II) and Heather 
wa iw } James (8) joined the fundraising by 

ne | ‘ saving up their coppers and 

: generously donating 20 pence from 
their pocket money each week. 
Altogether the friends 
collected £18. 














































JUMBLE TRIO 


4 , ; N Elizabeth Thomas (10) from Merthyr 
¢ a hk tence “ ee Tydfil, Mid Glamorgan held a jumble sale 

P be ‘ ' " s in aid of the RSPCA. With the help of her 
¥ Wag’ ee, “i - : brother David and friend Jamie, the trio 

Nes I , made £27. They donated this to their 

local RSPCA branch and were all i 

ry rewarded with certificates and badges | 

Steed for all their hard work. | 




























@ Thespian friends Helena (1 1), 
Daniela (11) and Andrea Campos Little 
(8) from Brighton, East Sussex raised 
£22.73 by performing their own play 
The friends also arranged a raffle and 
sold cakes and drinks during the 

atecta ele 

@ Fundraisers Rebecca and David 
Richards, Jason and Krystal Mellor and 
Joanne and Louise Townend organised 
a sponsored dog walk to help the 
RSPCA. The canine owners from 
Buxton in Derbyshire collected a total 
of £12 in sponsorship money. 

@ Well done to Fiona Ryan (10) from 
London who made a brilliant £102.58 
for the RSPCA. Fiona and her friends 
held a jumble sale at school. 

@ Thirteen-year-old Sally Williams 
from Stone in Staffordshire and her 
friend Tanya held a car boot sale and 
raised £36 for the Society. 

@ Sarah Lucas (11) from Rayleigh, 
Essex kept quiet for an amazing 24 
hours and collected £13.86 for the 
RSPCA. 

@ Kathryn La Fontaine (11) and her 
brother Tim (5) from Upton-upon- 
Severn, Worcester collected £6 by 
vacuuming and cleaning every room in 
their house. The keen pair also cleaned 
their dad’s car inside and out! 

@ Jenny Pearce (12) from Leyton, 
London and her classmates Karen, 
Clare, Camilla, Amanda, Johanna, 
Grudrun, Nicola and Melanie made £45 
for the RSPCA. The group who all go 
to Walthamstow School for Girls sold 
cakes and other bits and pieces to raise 
the cash. 

@ Congratulations to Leanne Johnstone 
and Fiona McVitie from Carlisle, 

Cen ea EM Ome ae 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award. As 
part of the award Leanne and Fiona had 
to do a project on animal welfare. The 
girls learned all about the work of the 
RSPCA including responsible pet 


ownership and how to promote animal 


Viclg oa Mamaia NSU oyna Lancto RST) 
good projects they each received a 
prize of an RSPCA mug. 
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FOR YOYS 


The closing date for all competitions and offers 
is 23 October 1996. Compiled by Clare Jefferis. 
URE 
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These are the latest additions to 
the Worldlife Library Series. 
Packed full of information and 
stunning colour photos, they are 


sure to take pride of place on ie he co F , ; ’ 
fae rele LAUR P eC Re) Cao) # 
k 7 r 
oie eid AG each |= : Ii over Britain are thousands of ‘ rns 


Sea Turtles is £11 including p&p. aaa neg DT Fe 





Ease ae There are |5 species of British bat . ~ 
LC Colin Baxtes Photography Ltd to look out for. All are fairly small — \ 

AA, G -on-Spe with a head and body no longer than 
a ee cc about 9cm. The smallest and most Xe 


Moray PH26 3NA. Don't forget to 
include your name and address and 
which book you would like. 

We have five sets of all three 
books to give away. To wina set 
tell us where turtles lay their eggs a) 
on land or b) in water? Mark your 
entries: TURTLE/Animal Action. 


common bat is the pipistrelle. Its body 
Iola) Vent olh) Seely 4s 
NZoVO TCA Tah) eee UMA ROLa) aes 


This set comes 
with six 
assorted 
2? colours of 
modelling 
material, a miniature rolling pin, animal cutters, a 
modelling tool, magnets so you can display your creations 
on the fridge and badge bars so you can wear your model 
as a brooch. The modelling material even bakes hard in 
the oven so you can keep your model animals forever. 
The set costs £11.49 and is available from all good art, 
craft, hobby and toy shops. 
Ten lucky readers can win a set. Just tell us where 
in the world you would find wild pandas. Mark your 
entries: PANDA/Animal Action. 
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or further information contact E ma Far “S LY iy i 
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Bay AUT iolere 
PocialeLiU Amey-(ek7] > xeler-1e) male 
throughout the night taking frequent 
breathers by hanging around on nearby 
ig Xm eyelet oe en) oleae 
Colne eC ANZ ACA 
kilometres! 

EET RMULSom alli CU AZUL Se) 
cle Bee orl Melee Ro) 
alae mor er Oo (eM) (er KOC] 
lake eoM (MME ES myMC a} 
special echo-location system. That is, it 
sends out pulses of sound — about ten 
per second — and listens as the sound 
bounces off objects and returns to it. A 
PAM MU eKoM UL CMI TOR: M es Ro. f 
NAL Cecee Rel ale mat 


After dark 





During daylight hours, most bat species 
like to stay in really dark places — in 
ee aol ORM Tee yee NMDA Tet 
animal burrows. Some bat species — 
ETVo pM AN om orcUg ete oMer ee Kole 
woodland areas, but many bats live in 
towns. During a year, a bat may live in 
a number of roosts which can be 
Ronco oanecee ora 

At rest, bats hang upside down using 
their toes and claws on each foot to 
Fi) YI LMU ROU Lae M1943 
protect them from possible attack. 
Sometimes they hang together in big 
groups with some bats gripping on to 
those above. 


Bruce Coleman Limited/Frank Greenaway 





PUR ey eCMUT Na Umer Xe Le 
males keep well away and spend the 
Macaca MeL acoA Oma 
Rint ReLe] 

Young bats are born pink, blind and 
naked. But it only takes a few weeks 
before they are ready to fly off and 
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varies from species to species. For 
example, the greater horseshoe bat 
has been known to live over 30 years; 
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Some people have really strange ideas 


about bats. You often hear people 
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And don't be worried by creepy 
stories about bats sucking human 
blood. There is one type of bat — 
called the vampire bat — which sucks 
blood (though rarely humans), but it 
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no danger to you. 

Humans are a real threat to bats. 
There are fewer and fewer of them 
around these days and one British 
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industry have probably caused lots of 
bat deaths. And many roosting sites 
have been been wiped out by humans 
over the years. 

Fortunately, bats are now 
protected by the law. You need a 
special licence before being able to 
handle a bat, and it's illegal to damage 
roosts without official permission. 

Some species of bat are still quite 
common, particularly in southern 


species — the mouse-eared bat — is 

"§ During winter there are few insects 7 
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England. You are most likely to see 
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eles enough to have them roosting 
on your roof or even in your attic. If 
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PyeTa th ta ie tee Be 
first dog to become a Blue 
Dido 





Famous face: Ex-Blue Peter 
presenter John Noakes with his 
dog, Shep. 
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and ex-presenter Simon Groom. 
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EVM cols 
was cruelly abandoned for 
almost a week without food 
or water in an empty London 
flat. The RSPCA snatched her from the 
jaws of a miserable and lonely death 
just before Christmas and soon the 
seven-month-old collie-cross was on 
the road to recovery and waiting for 
someone to give her a loving new 
Lela 
Shortly afterwards, the RSPCA 
appeared on Blue Peter to tell viewers 
all about the plight of badly-treated 
animals over Christmas. Mabel was 
chosen by Inspector Alison Beirne to 
appear live on air, along with a kitten 
which had been dumped in a carrier 
bag at a furniture shop.and two badly- 
treated ducks destined for someone’s 
Christmas dinner table. 


Star performer 


To everyone's delight, Mabel loved all 
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famous studio and took to the limelight 
like her duck friends,to water. She 
charmed everyone with/her outgoing 
and affectionate nature and the 
presenters and entire television crew 
fell in love with her. 
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noticed by the Blue Peter team just as 
the elderly Blue Peter dog, pedigree 
retriever Bonny, was approaching 
retirement. Now it seemed the mighty 
BBC thought Mabel was the only dog 
good enough to take Bonny’s place! 
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But Mabel’s tale was to eens ETH 


Next, the RSPCA in London carried 
out home-checks and Mabel was 
microchipped — a service which links 
pets to owners. In February Mabel 
became the first RSPCA rescue case to 
hold the honoured title of Blue Peter 


dog. 


She follows in the paw prints of an 
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1962. a mongrel called Petra became 
the viewers’ pet and she appeared on 
every show until she was replaced by 
her son Patch in 1977. Then Shep, 
presenter John Noakes’ lively border 
collie took charge, followed by Goldie 
and then her daughter Bonny. 

RSPCA Inspector Mark Buggie, who 
rescued Mabel, introduced her to the 
UE LSC) ATOM ITSO CM of-t9(61 
presenter Katy Hill and Bonny, Mabel’s 
endless enthusiasm for life and love of 
people shone through. 

CASK Kol meteor 
broadcast, a delighted Insp Buggie knew 
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hands. He looked back over his 
shoulder for a last glimpse of the ever- 
energetic Mabel as she busily explored 
the studio, collecting cuddles from 
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went. He walked off into the Shepherds 
Bush sunset, proudly wearing his prized 
Blue Peter badge, and planning to watch 
[Wa gLe NVA Ce or-C ao) Lek EWN -1-1 COS Co 
his favourite rescuee living happily ever 
after. 

Joanna Crozier 





SON mete 












































Television star: Mabel 
with Blue Peter 
presenter Katy Hill 
and RSPCA Inspector 
Mark Buggie. 





MINNIE AND 
EINSTEIN 


Type: Minnie is 2 Dalmatian 

and Einstein is a tabby 
Like: Minnie likes using 
people as pillows and 
Einstein likes sleeping and 

ing mice 

ceed hates being 
put outside in the rain and 
Einstein hates being / 
disturbed when sleeping 
Owner: Martina Plumstead 
(12), Norfolk 
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Please don’t send in 
any more requests for 
penfriends! From 
January/February 1997 
we no longer be 
offering this service. 
Sorry but this is in Labradors 
direct response to the Like: Chocolate 
information you gave Habits: Chewing door 
us in the Jan/Feb knobs 
Animal Action Hate: Thunder 
readership survey. | Owner: Catherine Regan 
(12), Shropshire 





Type: Miniature wire- 
haired Daschund 
Likes: Chocolate and 
Chinese food 

Habits: Barking in the 
middle of the night 
Hates: Rain 

Owner: Nicola 
Patterson (11) County 
Down, Northern Ireland 
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SESS . 
Type: Bearded collie 
Likes: Going for walks 


| Habits: Getting on to 


people’s seats when they 


get up 

Hates: Cars / 
Owner: Ruth Gair (8), 
Leicestershire 








POLLY AND 
MOLLY 

Type: Warrens 

Like: Jumping in the 
wheelbarrow 

Hate: Being shut in 
their house 
Owner: Daniel French 
(12), Somerset 


Animal Action has teamed up with Fujifilm 

to give away some fantastic cameras 
The best three photos appearing on this page 
as chosen by our editor Michaela Miller — will 


win a Fuji Clearshot Compact 
Camera worth £22.99. The 
Cold XLmn on Z 1M (Ue 0 

ier Celene 

Fujicolor Quicksnap 

Single Use Camera 

worth £5.49 








The Clearshot 


Camera is 
ideal for 
PIC C Tit 
" photographers. 
There’s a built-in flash, so you can take 
photos of your pets indoors and at night. 
What’s more the film is simple to load! 
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and fun to use - just point, shoot and wind 
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Action for Animals 


If you like Animal Action, youll love the 

Action for Animals Challenges. Packed full 
of exciting animal-mad activities, the Challenges 
are open to Animal Action Club members only — 
another good reason to join! When you’ve done 
Challenge One you can then move on to the next 
level with Challenge Two. If you haven’t started 
yet then don’t worry. Send off for Challenge One 
now by completing the form below. 

We have a terrific set of postcards for you to 
collect. These colourful postcards, which come in 
a set of ten, include pictures of farm, wild and 
pet animals. They also contain vital information 

on many of the animals featured in 
Challenge Two. 





Please send me: 

My free Action for Animals Challenge One book 

Stick up for Animals sticker book price £1.50 +25p p+p 
Action for Animals postcards price £1.50 +50p p+p 


























Please make cheques/POs payable to RSPCA 
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From the hundreds of letters we receive 
at Animal Action one thing is clear — most 
of you don't like fox-hunting. You’re not 
the only ones. In an RSPCA survey, 73 
per cent of those questioned said they 
would like fox-hunting to be banned. 

If you like foxes then this issue’s 
special activity will be of extra interest 
to you! First of all read the fox-hunting 
feature on page ten. Now that you 
know all the facts, we want you to 
design a poster showing a hunt from the 
fox’s point of view. It doesn’t have to be 
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sad — the fox could be frightened, or it ' aan ae i ' Animal Action Club membership costs just 

could be laughing at the huntspeople 2a a 1. £5.50 a year. It is open to all young people 

because it has managed to escape! ; \ oo : oa up to the age of I7 who care about animals. Each 
Hunts are colourful events so try to } cee y \ , Animal Action Club member receives six copies a 


make your poster as bright as possible. ; a } oY rt mt ty Cw Ee vaste 


When you have perfected your poster, Fe eT eG 
write your name, address, date of and membership card. Members can also go on 


birth and membership number — yr LT at special discounted prices. 
you must be a member to enter — OCC TU IB ae yg 
he back of try. Send with a cheque or postal order for £5.50 (please do 
on the back of your entry. not send cash) to: RSPCA Animal Action Club, 


it to the Animal Action Club at Se ea naomi 
the usual RSPCA address. 


‘ There are some brilliant prizes up for grabs : eee: : 5 

Win too! The designer of the best porter moh : MEMBERSHIP FORM 
will win a fabulous wooden presentation box of ' : : ee é 

72 Derwent Studio pencils worth £72. Second 
and third prize winners will receive a tin of 36 
Derwent Studio pencils and six runners-up will 


PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 


win a tin of 12. Namie 
These pencils come in a huge array of colours which Address 
can be mixed and blended to create stunning pictures. 
They are also cleverly designed so they are easy to grip 
and the colour strip won’t crumble during use. Derwent 
Studio pencils are stylish and eye-catching and are sure to ; 
Postcode Date of Birth 


be a must for all you budding artists. 

Remember everyone who enters will win an 
RSPCA pen and certificate but make sure your : 
posters reach us by 23 October 1996. - 














Send your entries, 
with your name, age 
and address on the 
back to: Fame At Last 
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Send us your animal poems, paintings and drawings and we'll print a 
selection of the very best ones in each issue. Make your drawings as colourful 
as possible. Your poems don’t have to rhyme: good blank verse - the stuff 

mw that doesn’t rhyme — is brilliant... 


ELEPHANT ENCOUNTER 

Their dark shapes loomed over 
the horizon. 

A train of elephants 

Followed the well-worn path to 
the water hole. 

The zebras scattered. 

The bigger elephants surrounded 
the smaller elephants 

while they drank. 

Always watching so aware 
Then they went following the 
same path, 

in the same order, 

the same pace, slow and steady. 
Then they disappeared into the 
bush 

The zebras regained their 
position at the water hole. 
Sarah Nurton (10) 


Ruth Haynes (15) 
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GUESS WHOOO? 
It moves through the sky, 
so swift, and fast, 
keeping its eye on the 
ground, 
ready to swoop down on 
its prey, 
as it searches it sees some 
movement, 
a rustling on the ground, 
in the blink of an eye. 
It’s got its prey and is 
slowly going upward, 
like a plane taking off. 
Weaving between each 
tree, 
before perching to eat its 
prey 
Whoooe is it? 

Sarah Faweett (8) Lauren Smith (11) 


A fantastic Crayola 

Card Creations set will 
be on its way to all the 
PAT ere ttc we Uh at 4) 
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Fame At Last. This set 
includes everything you 
need to design and make 
your very own personal 
greeting cards and party 
invitations. With the 12 
matching coloured cards 
and envelopes as well as 
colouring pencils, stickers, 
stencils and much more, 
bd id ee CM gr 1) 
PIU atric 








RSPCAlJonathan Plant 


ES 
: 
4s 
g 
ce 
< 
Fe 
ro 
as 


RSPCA/Jonathan Plant 


_. 29g 
David Attenborough’s 
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